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CHARTER OF INCORPORATION

OF THE #

Town of West Point, in the County of Lowndes.
IR =

Secrion 1. The inhabitants of the territory embraced
in the limits of ene mile square, assuming the Station
house on the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, at West Point,
in the County of Lowndes, as a center, are hereby
constituted a Corporation and body politic, by the
name and style of the Mavor axp SerEcruEN OF THE
Tows or Wesr Pomr, and by that name they shall
have perpetual succession, unless repealed by the
Legislature ; may sue and be sued in all courts of law
and equity ; may purchase, receive, and hold property,
real and personal, within said Town, for all needful
purposes of the Town; may lease, sell and dispose of
the same for the use and benefit of the Town; and
may do and perform all other acts as natural persons,
or which may be incident to, or necessary for, the
well-being of town .and city corporations. They shall
have a common seal, to be fixed, adopted, and used by
said Mayor and Selectmen, and may break, alter, or
change the same at their pleasure.
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Sec. 2. It shall be lawful for any Justice of the
Peace, in the County of Lowndes, together with two
~ householders, or freeholders, summoned by him for
that purpose, to hold and conduct an election on the
second Monday in January next, or at any time there-
after, upon giving ten days’ public notice, for the
purpose of electing five Selectmen, a Mayor, and a
town Marshal, who shall be elected by the qualified
voters for State and County officers, said voters to be
residents within the limits of the Corporation; and
when the result of said election shall have been
ascertained, the said Justice, acting in the capacity
of returning officer, shall give to each of the successful
candidates for said offices a certificate of election, and
make a certified return of the proceedings and result
of said election to the President of the Board of Police
of Lowndes county, who shall cause the Clerk of said
Board to record the same.

Sec. 3. The Mayor of said Town shall be President
of the Board of Selectmen, and a majority of said
Board shall be required to transact business. They
may determine the rules of their proceedings, fine
members for absence or disorderly conduct, and, with
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elect,
may expel a member; and all vacancies which may
occur in sald Board may be filled in such manner as
may be provided by ordinance. The Mayor and each
Selectman shall, before entering upon the duties of
their office, take an oath before any competent magis-
trate authorized to administer the same, that they will
support the Constitution of the United States, and the
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Constitution of the State of Missigsippi, and that they
will faithfully demean themselves in office.

Sec. 4. The chief executive officer of the Town
shall be Mayor, and, in.addition to the powers con-
ferred upon him as Mayor, shall have all the powers
of a Justice of the Peace in and for the County of
Lowndes, and in case of a contested election for
Mayor, the Selectmen shall determine the same; and
if it is determined that two or more persons have the
same number of votes, they shall immediately order a
new election; and whenever a vacancy shall happen
in the office of Mayor, it shall be the duty of the Board
of Selectmen to order a new election upon five days’
notice.

Sec. 5. The Board of Selectmen shall have power
to appoint a Secretary, and such other officers and
agents as they may deem necessary; either of whom
may be removed from office by a vote of two-thirds of
the Selectmen.

SEc. 6. The Mayor and Board of Selectmen may re-
quire bond and security in such amounts as they may
deem proper from all persons holding office under the
provisions of this Charter, conditioned for the faithful
performance of their respective duties, and the pay-
ment of all moneys in their hamis, as the Board may
direct, the bond and security to be approved of by the
Selectmen, and the said bond shall be made payable
to the Mayor and Selectmen of the Town of West
Point,
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Sec. 7. They shall have power to raise revenue by
taxing such property within said Town as shall at the
time be liable to State Tax, and the taxes hereby
authorized to be levied under the provisions of this
Charter may be levied, assessed, and collected under
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by
the Mayor and Selectmen. '

SEc. 8. For all prosecutions before the Mayor for
offenses committed against the Ordinances of this
Corporation, and for all proceedings instituted for the
collection of taxes, the Mayor, and the Marshal of the
Corporation, who shall be its ministerial officer, shall
be allowed the same fees as now allowed to Justices
of the Peace and Constables in the County of Lowndes.

SEc. 9. The Mayor and Selectmen shall hgve general
powers to fix the compensation of Town officers, and
to pass all such By-laws and Ordinances as may be
deemed necessary or proper for the benefit of the
Town, and not repugnant to or inconsistent with the
Constitution and laws of this State, or of the United
States. They shall have power to inflict a penalty
upon any person or persons for the violation of their
Ordinances or By-laws, not exceeding thirty dellars
for any one offense, recoverable hefore the Mayor, in
the name of the Mayor and Selectmen, and for the use
and benefit of the Corporation.

See. 10. All persons residing within the limits of
sald Town, who are liable to work on reads and high-
ways under the existing laws of this State, shall be
liable to work on the streets of said town in like
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manner, and shall be exempt from working on roads -
outside of the Town.

Sec. 11. The Mayor and Selectmen shall have power
to pass all By-laws necessary to preserve the health
of the Town, and to prevent and to remove nuisances
within Town, and within one mile of the same.

Src. 12. May improve, preserve, and keep in good
repair the streets, side-walks, and public square of the
Town.

Skc. 13. May license and regulate negro traders,
livery stables, auctions, groceries; dry good stores,
forwarding, commission; receiving, and all other mer-
cantile houses, confectioneries, peddlers; and also
shows, circuses, theaters, and all other places of public
amusement, and tax the same.

Sec. 14. The Mayor and Selectmen shall have power
to employ a Town Surveyor to survey, run out and
make plats or maps of all streets, alleys, by-ways,
commons and public grounds, together with all other
surveys necessary to ascertain the rights of the Cor-
poration or the inhabitants of the same, in the same
manner and under the same laws prescribing the duties
of County Surveyors of the State, all of whose acts
and deeds shall hawe the same validity as the acts
and deeds of the County Surveyor, within the limits
of ‘the Corporation.

Sec. 15. The Mayor and Selectmen and Marshal of
the Town of West. Point shall coptinue in office for the
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term of two years from the date of their election, and
until their successors are duly elected and qualified
to act; Prowded, That the next succeeding election
after the first election for Mayor, Selectmen, and
Marshal of said Town, shall be held on the first
Monday in October, eighteen hundred and sixty,
(1860,) and biennially thereafter on the first Monday
in October.

Approved, November 20th, 1858,
WILLIAM McWILLI

I find no violation of the Constitution in the pro-
visions of the above Charter.

[L.s] T. J. WHARTON, 4ify General.
A. B. Duwworrn, Sec. of State.

OFFICE OF SECRETARY oF STATE, }

JacksoN, Miss, _
I, C. A. BrovemEs, Secretary of State, do certify
the Act hereto attached, entitled “The Charter of
Incorporation of the Town of West Point, in the

-County of Lowndes, approved November 20th, 1858,”

is a true and correct copy of the original now on file
in this office. '

Given under my hand, and the great seal of the

"State of Mississippi, affixed this twenty-seventh day

of February, 1867,
C. A, BROUGHER, Secretary of State.

AMENDMENTS TO CHARTER.

AN ACT to Amend the Charter of the Town of West
Point, in the County of Lowndes.

SeorioN 1. Be 4t enacted by the Legislature of the
State of Mississippi, That the portion of territory
embraced in section fourteen, (14,) the east half of
section fifteen, (15,) southeast quarter of section te]':l,
(10,) and the south half of section eleven, (11,) n -
township seventeen, (17,) range six, (6,) east, in
Lowndes County, shall hereafter be known and demg,:
nated by the name of the “Crry or Wesr Pomr,
and the inhabitants residing within the above defined
territory, and their successors forever, are hereby
constituted a body corporate and politic, by the name
and style of the “Ciy of West Point,” and by that
name shall have perpetual succession; shall sue and
be sued; plead and be impleaded; defend an'd be
defended, in all courts of law or equity, and' in all
actions whatsoever; may purchase, accept donations
of, receive and hold property, real and personal, within
sald city limits, and beyond said Limits, to be used for
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the burial of the dead of said city ; and may sell, con-
vey, lease, and dispose of, such property for the b;neﬁt
of the city, and may have a common seal, and break
the same, change or alter the same, and make a new
seal at pleasure.

Skc. 2. Be i further enacted, That the municipal
government of said City shall be vested in'a Mayor
and five Selectmen, an Assessor and Collector of
Taxes, a Clerk and Treasurer, a Marshal, and City
Surveyor, all of whom shal] be biennially elected by
the qualified electors of said city ; the first election to
be holden on the first Tuesday succeeding the first
Monday in October, 1872, and shall enter upon the
discharge of their respective duties on the first Mon-
day of November following, and shall remain in office
for the term of two years, or until their successers are
qualified ; Provided, That until such ap election can
be lawfully held, the Governor of this State may ap-
point the officers of said cit » subject to the approval
and confirmation of the Senate, The Mayor and Se-
lectmen in City Couneil shall, not less than fifteen
days be.fore each biennial election, cause public notice
t.o be gven by publication in some newspaper pub-
lished in said city, or posting printed notices in at
least three public places in the city ; and shall, on or
before. the day of election appoint three. freeholders
(a majority of whom may ‘act), of the \qua]iﬁed elect-
ors of the city, inspectors -of such election, and a
returning officer, who shall be sworn before aéting b
the Mayor, or some other officer of the county (3ompe-:;Si
tent to administer oaths, to impartially perform their
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duties; and they shall hold and preside over said

election within such time, and in accordance with the

law of holding elections for county officers, and shall

make return 6f the same to the Mayor and Selectmen
of the city at their next regular meeting ; and if, from
any cause whatever, an election should not be held at
the time herein required, or that all the officers herein
required to be elected, shall not be elected, then, and
in that event, the Mayor and Selectmen may order an
election by giving ten days’ notice thereof in the same
manner as they are ‘herein required to give notice of
the regular election, and such special election shall be
held, presided over, and return made thereof in the
same way of a general election.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That all qualified elect-
ors under the laws of the State of Mississippi, who
shall have resided in the city six months preceding
any election, shall be qualified voters for all officers in
the city, and eligible to all of said offices.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That whenever any
vacancy in any of the city offices shall occur, it shall
be the duty of the Board of Mayor and Selectmen to
order an election to fill such vacancy at their first
regular meeting after such vgcancy shall have come to
their knowledge, to be held-on ten days’ public notice,
in the manner and under the regulations that are by
this Act prescribed for holding and conducting the
regular elections. '

Sec. 5. Be if further enacted, That the Mayor and
Marshal shall, within ten ‘days after their respective
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elections, and before they shall enter upon the dis-
charge of their duties, take and subscribe before the
Chancellor of the Chancery District in which said city
Is situated, or some Justice of the Peace, an oath to
support the Constitution of the State of Mississippi,
and of the United States, and to faithfully perform
the duties of their respective offices ; and the Select-
men, Assessor and Collector of Taxes, Clerk and
Treasurer, and City Burveyor, shall, at the first meet-
ing, or as soon thereafter as may be, take and subscribe
a like oath before the Mayor of the city; and the
Mayor, Marshal, Assessor and Collector of Taxes,
Treasurer, and City Surveyor, shall, before entering
upon the duties of their respective offices, give bond,
with two good and sufficient securities, in such pen-
- alties and forms, with such conditions as may he
prescribed by ordinance of the Mayor and Selectmen,
payable to the City of West Point, for the faithful
discharge of their respective duties, which bonds shall
be presented to the Board of Mayor and Selectmen at
a regular ‘meeting, and approved by the Board.

Skc. 6. Be ¢ further enacted, That the Mayor and
Selectmen shall, at their first regular meeting after
each election, cause to be recorded op their minutes
the returns and certificates of the Inspectors and
returning officer of the election. '

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all the officers of
the city shall enter upon the discharge of their respec-
tive duties of office on the first Monday of November
after their election, or as soon thereafter as they may
qualify, except that officers elected to fill vacancies o

AMENDMENTS TO CHARTER. 13

otherwise than at regular biennial elections, shall enter
upon the discharge of their duties so soon as they may
qualify, as herein required.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the Mayor and
Marshal of said city shall, in addition to the bonds
herein required to be given by 'thelin, payable to the
City of West Point, qualify respectively as Justice of
the Peace and Constable under the laws of the State,
and in addition to their duties as city officers, have
concurrent jurisdiction with other Justiceis tzf the
Peace and Constables throughout the Justices’ Beat
or District in which said city is situated, and shall be
entitled to demand and receive such fees as those
officers are entitled to under the laws of the State.’

Skc. 9. Be it further enacted, That the legisla,'tive
and contracting power of the city shall .be vested in a
City Board, to be constituted by said }M&yor and
Selectmen, with power to make and establish rules for

its own government; to appoint and regulate the time

of its own meetings, and manner of being convened in
special meeting, and alter the same at pleasure.; to
prescribe the duties of all other officers of the elfcy,
and enforce a performance of the same ; to employ such
other officers or agents as they may think necessary
for the good and benefit of tﬂe_ city ; to Ievy’ taxes for
the government and improvement of the city, or for
the opening or working of the public st?eets, alleys or
public squares, or for the purpose of mak1ng pa,vc%mfmts,
sidewalks, and erecting all neceszary pubhc.buﬂfim.gs,
buying public grounds, graveyards, and beautifying
the same; Provided, The taxes shall not be for the
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city in any one year exceeding the State and county
tax for that year, nor shall any property not taxed by

the State or county, be subject to city tax.

Skc. 10. Be it further enacted, That the Board of

Mayor and Selectmen shall have power to grant license,
and fix the amount to be paid therefor, to all shows,
exhibitions, mmenageries, circuses, theaters, places of
public play or amusement, retail groceries, hotels,
boarding-houses, and everything authorized by the
laws of the State to be licensed in the State, and pass
ordinances controlling and governing the same, and
apply the money received for all such License in such
way as they may think will best Promote the interest
of the city, and the said Board of Mayor and Select-
men may, by the consent, to be obtained by ballot, of
a two-thirds majority of the qualified voters of the city,
levy and collect taxes for special purposes to an
amount not exceeding one hundred per cent. per an-
hum upon the regular city tax ; Provided, No money
raised for special purposes shall be applied to any
other purposes than those for which they were levied
and collected. ' '

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That the Board of
Mayor and Selectmen. shall have power to open, alter,
abolish, widen, extend, and establigh- grades, level,
pave, or otherwise clear and keep in repair all roads,
streets, avenues, lanes, and alleys within the city;
and it shall be their duty to cause the City Surveyor
to survey the city, and to measure, mark, and lay off
the streets, wards, lots, and blocks thereof, and to
establish the same as near as may be in accordance
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. _With the original Town of West Point, and to map and

certify the same under his hand and seal of office to
said Board of Mayor and Selectmen, and if approved
by them, they shall cause the same to be dl}ly
recorded in the office of the county in which the city
is situated, in which deeds of conveyance are author-
ized to be recorded.

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That said City Sur-
veyor shall have power to take parol testimony unf;ier
oath, in absence of written testimony, to establish
corners or starting points, and for all other purposes
necessary and pertaining to said survey, and %19 shall
have the power to-compel the attendance of Wltn_esse:s
under the same penalties that Judges of the Circuit
Court have; but in all cases where there is written
testimony, he shall be governed by the same_rather
than parol testimony.  And in all cases Wwhere disputes
may arise as to'the location, width and extent of
streets, and in all cases where owners of property are
dissatisfied with the location of the streets by the

‘ City Surveyor, it shall be the duty of the Mayor,

upon petition of the party interested praying .to have
the location of the street determined by a jury, to
cause a jury of twelve freeholders and residents in
the city.competent as jurors in courts of law, to be
empanelled according to law within not less thar} five
or more than ten days after the filing of such petition,
for the purpose of determining where the street was
by the original town of West Point located, and what
was its width and extent. And the finding of the
Jury shall be final, and the street shall be laid out in
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accordance with their verdict, and it shall be the duty ,

of the Mayor to issue his precept immediately to the
Marshal of the city, commanding him to immediately
cause the street to be opened and cleared of all obstruc-
tions, and any one resisting the same shall be liable to
a fine of fifty dollars for each offense.

SEc. 13. Be it further enacted, That should any per-
son or persons have heretofore built any house, fence,
or made anyimprovement whatsoever upon any grounds
within the limits ef the corporation of the Town of
West Point, or should they hereafter do so within the
limits of the City of West Point, which said grounds
had been laid off according to the original plan of
West Point, for a street in said Town of West Point,
or in the City of West Point, such Person or persons
shall not be allowed to demand or sue for, nor shall

. the Board of Mayor and Selectmen pay the value of
any such house, fence, or other Improvements ; Pro-
vided, The person or persons who shall have built such
house, fence, or made such improvements, or caused

the same to be built or made, had notice by the Mayor -

or any other officer of the Town of West Point or
City of West Point, that such land was claimed by
the Town or City of West Point ag g street at or
before the time of such improvements,

Skc. 14, Be it further enacted, That should there at
any time, from any cause, be no Surveyor of the City,
as herein provided, or should he, in the Judgment of
the Board of Mayor and Selectmen, be incompetent
or from any cause unable to survey the city, or do or
perform. any duty pertaining to his office, it shall be

-
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lawful for the Board of Mayor and Selectmen to have
the County Surveyor of the county in which the city
is situated, to perform the duties herein required of

‘the City Surveyor, and his acts shall be as valid and

binding as if’ performed by the City Surveyor.

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, That all resignations
by the officers of the city shall be made and. addressed
to the Board of Mayor and Selectmen, and whenever
the Mayor shall be absent or unable to act, or when
the office shall be vacated, the Sélectmen in council
shall select one of their. number. Mayor pro tem., who
until the return of the Mayor to his duties, or in case
of vacancy, until the election and qualification of his
successor, shall perform all the duties of Mayor, and
receive the compensation and perquisites belonging
and appertaining to the office of Mayor.

Sec. 16. Be i further enacted, That the Mayor and
Selectmen shall judge of the qualifications of all offi
cers elected, except that of Mayor when a candidate
for re-election. The election of Mayor shall only be
contested by petition setting forth the facts addressed
to the Chancellor of the District in which the city is

 situated, who after reasomable notice to the Mayor

claiming to be elected, shall either at chambers or at
term time proceed td determine the same; and if the
election shall have been obtained by fraud, bribery
or illegal voting, the Chancellor shall annul and set it
aside and certify his action to the Board of Selectmen,
who shall without delay and without farther pro-
ceedings in the matter, order an election to fill the

. Yacancy.

g |
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Sec. 17. Be i further enacted, That the officers of
the city shall respectively receive such compensation
and have such perquisites as the Board of Mayor and
Selectmen shall determine by ordinance.

Sec. 18. Be it further enacted, That the Board cf

Mayor and Selectmen shall have power to pass all
ordinances and by-laws which may be necessary and
proper to carry into effect the power delegated to them
by this Aect, with power to abate nuisances, to control
and determine what character and of what material
buildings shall be erected in the business streets of
the city, and within two hundred feet thereof; with
power to prescribe in said ordinances and by-laws such
fines, forfeitures and punishment for their violation as
may be deemed expedient ; Provided, No fine shall
exceed fifty dollars, or imprisonment for g greater time
than twenty days shall be imposed for each offense :
and such ordinances to repeal or amend at pleasure.

Sec. 19. Be i further enacted, That all fines and
forfeitures prescribed by the ordinances of the city
shall be recoverable in the name of the City of West

Point by suit in the Mayor's Court or any court of .

competent jurisdiction in the county, and the Mayor
and Selectmen may in council by a two-thirds vote,
remit any fine, forfeiture or penalty, or a part thereof
that may have been adjudged against any offender of
said ordinances or by-laws by the Mayor, '

Sec. 20. Be & further enacted, That the Board of
Mayor and Selectmen shall prescribe the mode and

time of assessing and colleeting taxes, and they shall .
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have power to subject to levy, seizure, and gell any

- personal property, and when a sufficient amount of

personal property cannot be found in the city to sat-
isfy the faxes, any real property in said city owned
by any person living in or out of the city, to the satis-
faetion of all taxes due, and owing by such person to
the city, and all taxes levied by the Board of Mayor
and Selectmen shall, from the date of the assessment
thereof, until paid, be and remain a lien upon the
property taxed, and in default of the paying of the
taxes by the' owner of any such property, the Board
of Mayor and Selectmen shall, under proper regula-
tions, have power to require the Tax Collector of the -
city to sell at public outery, after giving thirty days’
public notice of the time and place and canse of sale,
such property, or so much thereof as shall be sufficient
to pay said taxes, and all costs incident to said sale ;
and the said Collector of Taxes shall have power and

~authority to transfer by conveyance the property sold

to the purchaser; Provided, That the owner of any
real property sold as aforesaid shall have the right of
redemption at any time within two years after the
date of sale, by paying or tendering to the purchaser,
or his legal representative, or depositing with the
Treasurer of the city, the amount of the purchase
money, and all costs of sale and conveyance, and one
hundred per cent. thereon ; ' And provided further, That
the smpius’ money remaining, after satisfaction of all
taxes and costs, at the date of sale, shall be deposited
with the Treasurer of the city, and by him paid over
to the owner of the property, or his legal representa-
tive, whenever demanded, - '
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Sec. 21. Be i further enacted. That when said Board
of Mayor and Selectmen shall deem it. necessary to
use, or take and apply any private property for streets,
roads, alleys, burying-grounds, public buildings, or

other purposes, they shall endeavor to procure the-

same at a reasonable price, and if they cannot agree
with the owner of the property, or if the owner be
incapable of contracting and making a sale thereof,
on account of legal disabilities or any other cause,
application may be made to any Justice of the Peace
of the county by the Board of Mayor and Selectmen
to have the value of the property to be taken to be
assessed by a jury of freeholders, and thereupon it
shall be the duty of the Justice of the Peace to issue
his warrant, under his hand and seal, directed to the
Sheriff or any Constable of the county, requiring him
to summon a jury of twelve freeholders, disinterested
persons, of the county, to meet him at the Mayor's
office, in said city, on a day named in said warrant,
not less than ten nor more than fifteen days from the
issuing of the ‘same, to assess the value of the prop-
erty required by the city, andif at the sdid time the
jurors, or any of them, do not appear, the Sheriff or
Constable shall summon instanter as many jurors as
may be necessary to complete the jury of twelve men,
to whom the said Justice of the Peace shall admin-
ister the oath, that they and each of them will justly
and truly value the said property, and assess the
damages which the owner thereof may sustain by use
of the same by the city, and the jury, after hearing
all the evidence, under the instruction of the said
Justice of the Peace, shall assess the value of the said
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lands, and the damages sustained to the owner, and
render their verdiet in writing, and sign the same,
which, together with the warrant and return there-
on, shall be returnable to the Chancery Court of
the county, and the same shall be confirmed by
said Court, if no sufficient cause be shown to the
contrary at the next regular term thereof, and be
recorded in the Clerk’s office at the -expense of the
city ; but if set aside, the said Chancery Court: shall
order that another inquest-shall be taken and returned
as above prescribed; and when the said requisition
shall have been confirmed by the Chancellor, his action
shall be final; and when the city shall have fully paid
or tendered to the owner, or his legal representative,
or deposited in the Chancery Court of the county the
amount of the value of the property, and all damages
assessed, and paid all the costsof the proceedings, the
city shall be entitled to said lands; and for services
rendered, the Sheriff or Constable, and Justice of the
Peace, shall be entitled to such fees as they are enti-
tled to for similar services in Justice Court proceed-
ings; Provided, Nothing contained in this section shall
apply to taking of grounds for streets which were laid
out in the original plan of the Town of West Point, or
to any damages which persons may receive in having
any such streets reopened and  cleared.

Sec. 22. Be it further enacted, That there shall be
established and held in said city a Court by the said

- Mayor, to be known and called the “Mayor's Court,”

which may be held daily, and continue in constant
session at all times when required by the husiness
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thereof, which Court shall be attended at al] times by
the City Marshal, who shall have power to execute all
process, mesne and final, that may be issued by the
Mayor, and do and perform all acts that a Constable
of the county may legally do, arid under like penalties;
and said Mayor's Court shall have jurisdiction of all
violations of the City Ordinances; and said Mayor
shall, during the session of his Court, have power to
fine for contempt of Court, in any sum not exceeding
ten dollars ($10) for each offense; and on failure to
pay such fines, may commit the offender to imprison-
ment until said fine be paid; "Provided, The imprison-
ment shall not exceed one day.

SEC. 23. Be ¥ further enacted, That any person
considering himself or herself aggrieved by the final
Jjudgment of the Mayor, other than fines for contempt
of Court, may remove said cause and supersede exe-
oution by appeal in the same manner of appeals from
Justices’ Courts in this State.

SEc. 24. Be ¢ further enacted, That the style of the
Ordinances of the city shall be, “Be it ordained By
the Board of Mayor and Selectmen of the Cidy of West
Point”  All Ordinances passed by said Board of
Mayor and Selectmen shall be published and take
effect within ten days after their passage; and they
may be proved by the seal of the city, and be received
in evidence in all Courts of this State without further
proof. '

Skc. 25. Be i further enacted, That all Ordinanceg
and By-laws now in force in the Town of West Point,
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and not inconsistent with this Acdt, shall remain in
force until altered, modified, or repealed by the Board
of Mayor and Selectmen; and all property, real and
personal, and ‘all rights and claims heretofore belong-
ing to the Town of West Point, shall be, and the same
are hereby declared to be, vested in and belong to the
City of West Point. :

Sec. 26. Be i further enacted, That all laws and
parts of laws now in force that conflict with the pro-
visions of this Act be, and the same are hereby, -
repealed ; and this Act shall take effect and be in
force from and after its passage.

Approved March 14, 1872.

OFFICE 0F SECRETARY OF STATE, }
JAoKs0N, Miss,

I, Jamms Lyncw, Secretary of State, do certify the
Act hereto attached, entitled “ An Act to Amend the
Charter of the Town of West Point, in the County of
Lowndes,” is a true and correct copy of the original
now on file in this office.

Given under my hand, and the great seal of the
State of Mississippi hereunto affixed, this eighteenth
day of March, 1872,

JAMES LYNCH, Seerdtary of State.

—
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AN ACT to Amend the Charter of the Town of West
Point, in the County of Colfax,

Seetion 1. Be i enacted by the Legisloture of the
State of Mississippr, That the “Act Incorporating the
City of West Point, approved March 14, 1872, is so

amended as to prohibit the Board of Mayor and Select-

© men from appropriating or using the money collected
from licenses to retail vinous and spirituous liquors
for city purposes, or for any other purpose than for
the benefit of the Common School Fund.

Sec. 2. Be i further enacted, That all qualified
electors under the laws of this State entitled to vote
for members of the Legislature, and who shall have
resided in the city thirty days preceding any election,
shall be qualified voters for all offices in the city, and
eligible to all said offices,

Sec. 3. Be i further enacted, That hereafter the
Assessor and Collector of Taxes, the Clerk and Trea-
surer, and Marshal, shall be appointed by the Mayor
and Selectmen, subject to removal at any time.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That all of the Act
‘incorporating the City of West Point above named
shall remain in full force and effect, except as herein
amended; and that this Act take effect and be in full
force from and after its passage,

Approved, April 19th, 1873,

AMENDMENTS TO CHARTER. 25

I, H. R. Revews, Secretary of State, hereby certify
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the
above entitled Act, transcribed from the original, on
file in this office.

Given under my hand, and the great seal of the
State hereunto affixed, the day and year first above
written.

H. R. REVELS, Secretary of Stute.
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AN ACT to Authorize a Re-Survey and Plot of the
Town of West Point, in Lowndes County.

L

WEEBE\AS The original plot of survey of the Town of
West Point in said County has been lost or destroyed
by the Federal troops during the late war, and -

WaEREss, the said ori'ginal plot has not been com-
mitted to record; therefore,

" SgorioN 1. Be 4 enacted b y the Legislature of the
State of Mississippi, That the County Surveyor of
Lowndes County be, and he is hereby authorized and
empowered to survey said town, and to make and lay
out the streets and lots thereof, and to establish the
same as near as may be according to said original plot
thereof, and to.make and certify, under his hand and
seal of office, a plot of said survey as hereinafter
directed.  °

Sec. 2. Be if further enacted, That said County Sur-
veyor shall have power to take parol testimony, under
cath, in the absence of written evidence, to establish

R
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corners or starting points, and for all other purposes
" pertaining to said survey, and he shall have power to
- compel the attendance of witnesses under the same
penalties that Judges of the Cirouit Court have, but
in all cases where there is written evidence, he shall
be governed by said writing.,

AN ACT to Incorporate the West Point Hook and
Ladder Company, No. 1. ‘

Sec. 1. Be i enacted by the Legisiature of the State
of Mississippr, That Jacob Mann, E. C. Ware, George
Mendelson, George Cox, John Jordon, John Page,
Philip Cohen, R. Levy, Brent Shearer, J. W. Turbe‘r—
ville, and others who may become members of said
Company, are hereby constituted a body corporate by
the name and style of the West Point Hook and Lad-
der Company, No. 1, and as such Company may have
a common seal ; shall have power to sue and be sued;
plead and be impleaded ; and. possess all powers and
privileges of a body corporate, and generally to do all

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That where said survey
shall have been made, said plot certified to and re-
corded, the same shall have the force and effect in law
and equity that the original plot would have had if
the same had not been lost or destroyed, and that the
Same may be given in evidence under the same rules of
law required in courts of Iaw and equity in this State.

Skc. 4. Be it further enacted, That this Act shall be

in force and take effect from and after itg passage.

Approved February 18, 1867.

AN ACT to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town
of West Point, in the County of Lowndes.

SectioN 1. Be i enacted by the Legisiature of the
State of Mississippi, That the Charter of the Town of
West Point, in the County of Lowndes, shall be ex-
tended “to two miles square, (assuming the station
house of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad Company as the
center,) instead of one mile as now allowed by the
Charter of ‘said town, approved November 20, 1858,

and that this Act take effect and be in force from and
after its passage. :

Approved November 8, 1865.

such acts as pertain to the same.

Skc, 2. Be it further enaéted, That said qorpooration.
shall have power to prescribe rules and regulatmns. for
its government by the members of ‘said -corporation,

. for the election of such-officers as may be found neces-

sary, for the é,dmissipn of members, and all other rules
proper for the government of said Company.

- Se0. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Company
shall have power to hold and possess real and personal
estate, not exceeding in value thirty thousam?. do]lajrs,
when required, and that the house and lot in which
they keep their carriages, trucks, and other apparatus,
or othei' property of said Compa.nj.r necessary or em-
ployed for the purpose of exﬁglgmshlng'ﬁres, or the
protection of said carriages, truck, or other apparainus,
be and the same are hereby exempt from all taxation,

+ State, county, and municipal.
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Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That as a cendition of
this Charter, that said Company shall always keep 4
truck, hooks and ladders, and all instruments neces-
sary to extinguish fires, properly belonging and apper-
taining to a hook and ladder company ; and that the
members thereof shall be excused from street duty or
tax for working the same, and from militia duty except
in times of invasion, Insurrection, or other public danger,

SEC. 5. Be i further. enacted, That said Company
shall be and continue a fire company in the City of
West Point, and be subject to the Ordinances of said
city, regulating the fire department thereof; and when-
ever said Company shall ceage to exist, their carriages,
trucks, hooks, ladders, horses, house and lot, and any
and all property whatsoever, shall belong to said City

‘of West Point, for the use of the fire department

thereof, and shall be appropriated by the Mayor and
Selectmen of said city, and their successors in office,
in such manner as they may deem necessary for the
protection of the property of said city, and not other-
wise; Provided, Said City of West Point, by its
corporate authorities, shall donate to said Hook and
Ladder Company the amount of money necessary to

purchase and equip said carriages, trucks, hooks, lad-

ders, horses, house and lot, &o., otherwise said prop-

erty to be and remain the property of said Company,

to be disposed of in any manner they see fit.

Skc. 6. Be it further enacted, That this Act shall
take effect and be in force from and after its passage,

Approved, April 9th, 1873. Yo

¥ ]
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AN ACT to Incorporafe the West Point Savings Bank
of West Point, Mississippi,

Secrion 3. Be i enacted by the Legisiature of the
State of Mississippi, That A, P. Morrow, W. T. Mor-
row, and J. A. Morrow, and ‘all others who may
hereafter become associated with them, be, and they ,
are hereby created a body politic and corporate, under
the name and style of the “ West Point Savings Bank
of West Point, Mississippi,” and by said name and
style shall have perpetual succession; sue and be
sued ; plead and be impleaded, in any court of law or
equity in- this State; to have a common seal, and to
alter or amend the same at pleasure,

Seo. 2. Be it further enacted, That the capital stock
of said Company shall be twenty thousand ($20,000)
dollars, divided into shares of one hundred dollars
each, with the privilege of increasing to two hundred
($200,000) dollars, the certificates of shares to be made
payable to the stockholders by name or bearer, and
negotiable and assignable by delivery.

) Sgc. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Company
are hereby authorized to invest their capital in gold
or silver coin, bullion, bank notes, bonds, mortgages,
bills of exchange, and other evidences of debt; and
may hold such real estate as may be necessary or
expedient for carrying on their business, or which may
be received by them in payment of debts.

Stc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the business of
the Corpany shall be managed and controlled by five
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Directors, chosen annually from the stockholders, who
shall hold their office until thejr successors are elected
and qualified, which said Directors shall elect one of
their number as President, and may appoint such
other officers, servants, and agents as to them shall
seem best, and may make any by-laws, rules, and
regulations for the management and control of the
business, property, and effects of said Company; Pro-
vided, They be not inconsistent with the Constitution
and laws of this State, and of the United States.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That five per cent. of
the stock shall bhe paid upon subscribing, and the
balance to be paid in installments of five per cent., to
be paid as called for by the President and Directors;
Provided, That said installments shall not be called for
less than thirty days apart, and as soon as ten thous-
and dollars of the capital stock shall have been paid
in, the said Company may commence business.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the President
and Directors may receive lands as capital stock in
said Company ; Provided, That five dollars be paid in
advance upon each and every share so taken. '

Sec. 7. Be i further enacted, That said Company
shall be, and they are hereby authorized to receive
In trust, or on deposit, gold ‘and silver coin, bullion,
bank notes, or other valuables, and to loan the same,
with power and authority to receive and pay such
rate of interest as may be mutually agreed upon by
sald Company and its customers, not exceeding ten

per cent. per annum. p
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Seo. 8. Be it further enacted, That said Company
may deal in exchange, foreign and domestic, to discount
notes of hand, bills of exchange, or other evidences of
debt, and at such rate of ipterest as may be mutually
agreed upon by said Company and the borrowers, not
exceeding ten per cent. discount off,

Sec. 9. Bedt further enacted, That dividends may
be made from time to time, at the discretion of the
President .and Directors, from the actual profits, but
no dividend shall be made which shall in any manner
trench upon the capital stock. 3

Sec. 10. °Be i further enacted, That any stock in
said corporation owned by any Person or persons
indebted to said Company, either as principal or secu-
rity for others, and whether such indebtedness be' due,
or has not matured, shall, at the option of the Direct-
ors of said Company, be held as security until said
indebtedness be paid and discharged, and in case of
failure of payment of said indebtedness within .twenty
days after the maturity of the same, the Directors
shall have power to sell said stock, or as much thereof”
as will satisfy said indebtedness, by advertising the
same for ten days prior to the day of sale, in some.
paper published in the town of West Point.

Sec. 11. Be it Jurther enacted, That this Act shall
take effect and be in force from and after its passage..

Approved, January 3, 1872.
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AN ACT to Incorporate the Planters and Merchants
Bank of West Point, Mississippi.

Secrion 1. Be 4 enacted by the Legislature of the
State of Mississippi, That J. R. Gilfoy, with all others
who are now, or may be hereafter associated with him,
are hereby created a body politic and corporate, under

" the name of “J, R, Gilfoy & Co.,” and by that name
shall have perpetual succession ; may sue and be sued ;
plead and be impleaded, in courts of law or equity,
and may have a common seal, and the same to alter at
pleasure.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the capital stock
of said Company shall be fifty thousand dollars,
divided into shares of one hundred’ dollars each, with
the privilege of increasing to two hundred thousand
dollars, the certificates of shares to be made payable
to the stockholder by name or bearer, and negotiable
and assignable by delivery,

Skc. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Company
shall be, and they are hereby authorized to invest
their capital in gold and silver coin, bullion, bank
notes, bonds, and mortgages, hills of exchange, or
other evidences of debt, and may hold such real estate
as may be necessary or convenient for CAITying on
their business, or which may be received by them in
payment of debts.

Skc. 4, Be it further enacted, That the business of
the Company shall be managed and controlled by five
Directors, chosen annually from the stockholders, who

»
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shall hold their offices until their successors are elected
and qualified, which said Directors shall elect one of

 their members as President, and may appoint such

other officers, servants, and agents as to them shall
seem best, and may make any by-laws, rules anfi
regulations for the management and control of the b‘um-
ness, property and effects of said Company ; Pr.omd{ed’,
The same shall not be contrary to the Constitution
and laws of this State, or of the United States.

Seo. 5. Be i further enacted, That said Company
shall be, and they are hereby authorized to recgive
on trust, or on deposit, gold and silver coin, bullion,
bank notes, or other valuables, and to loan the same,
-with power and authority to receive and pay such
rate of interest as may be mutually agreed upon by
said Company and its customers, not exceeding ten
per cent. per annum.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That said Company
may deal in exchange, foreign and domestic, to discount
notes of hand, bills of exchange, or other evidences
of debt, and at such rate of interest as may be mutu-
ally agreed upon by said Company and the hborrower,
not-exceeding ten per cent. discount off.

- Seo. 7. Be it further enacted, That dividends may
be made from time to time, at the discretion of the
President and Directors, from the actual profits, but
no dividends shall be made which shall in any manner

trench upon the capital.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That any stock in said

«corporation owned by any person or persons indebted
A(\
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to said Company, either as principal or as security for
others, whether said indebtedness be due or has not
matured, shall, at the option of the Directors of said
Company, be held as security until said indebtedness
be paid and discharged, and in case of failure of pay-
ment of said indebtedness within twenty days- after
the maturity of the same, the Directors shall have
power to sell said stock, or as much thereof as will
satisfy said indebtedness, by advertising the same for
ten days prior to the day of sale, in such paper as
they shall designate in West Point, in the County of
Lowndes ; or if there be, from: any cause, no paper in
existence in West Point, in the County of Lowndes,
such advertisement may be made by notice in writing,
posted at three different public places in Lowndes
County. '

Sec. 9. Be il further enacted, That this Act shall be
in full effect and force immediately after its passage.

Passed House of Representatives, February 11th,
1871.

-

H. W. WARREN, Speaker.

Passed Senate, J anuary, 19th, 1871,
R. C. POWERS, President of the Sendte.

Approved, February 16th, 1871.

JAMES L. AZCORN, Governor.
|
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! OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE,
JAoksoxN, Miss,

I, Jauss Lynce, Secretary of State, do certify the
Act hereto attached, entitled “ An Act to Incorporate
the Planters and Merchants Bank of West Point,
Mississippi,” is a true and correct copy of the original
now on file in this office. ‘ .

Given under my‘hand, and the great seal of the
State of Mississippi hereunto affixed, this first day of
March, 1871,

JAMES LYNCH, Secretarg/ of State.
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