This is a regular meeting of the Board of Mayor and Selectmen of the City of West Point, Mississippi, held the 9th day of August, 2005, at 5:30 PM at the City Hall, 204 Commerce Street, West Point, Mississippi.  Those members present were Mayor Scott Ross, Selectmen Linda Hannah, James Watson, Keith McBrayer, Bubba Wilkerson, and John Cummings.

Mayor Ross called the meeting to order.  City Attorney, Orlando Richmond, began the meeting with prayer, followed by the pledge of allegiance, which was led by Randy Jones.  

Motion by John Cummings, second by James Watson, to approve the July regular and special minutes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Linda Hannah, second by John Cummings, to approve the July claims docket and that the persons or firms be paid in the amount set forth.  The claims having been examined and found correct are hereby approved, and it is directed that warrants be issued in payment thereof.

Mayor Ross called upon those citizens wishing to address the Mayor and Board.  Those making public statements were: Gary Moore, Hubert Caston and Elsie Rush.  

Mayor Ross then called for reports from those department heads present.  Those addressing the Board were George Hinnant (Water & Light Department), Johnny Littlefield (Fire Department), Bill Gibson (Police Department), Randy Jones (City Administration), and Mike St.  Louis (Building Department).  

Mike St.  Louis presented the Board with minutes of a special call meeting of the West Point Zoning & Planning Commission on July 26, 2005, concerning Jim and Nita Bearden’s desire to open a bed and breakfast facility on East Broad Street.  After a brief discussion, both the Mayor and Board agreed that a survey of the surrounding neighbors would be in the best interest of the city before approving this facility.  

Mayor Ross made the Board aware of the lay-offs that were taking place at Flexible-Flyer and expressed sympathy for those 150 workers that would soon be unemployed.  

NEW BUSINESS:

Carole Ramsey, City Clerk, presented the Board members with letters of certification from the State Tax commission granting tax exempt status to Babcock & Wilcox, Bryan Foods, Inc., We Gel, LLC and Citrus Products International, LLC.   Upon motion by James Watson, second by Linda Hannah, the Board unanimously granted tax exempt status to the above-referenced companies and ordered a final resolution to be placed in the minute book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Ross presented the Board with copies of the West Point School District Budget for the year ending June 30, 2006, as well as a copy of a resolution regarding taxes to operate the West Point School District Schools.  Motion made by Keith McBrayer, second by Linda Hannah, to accept the budget presented.  Motion carried.

Motion by Bubba Wilkerson, second by James Watson, to appoint the new Chief Administrative Officer, Paul McKay, to serve with Mayor Ross on the North Mississippi Industrial Development Association Board.  Motion carried.

Motion by Linda Hannah, second by James Watson, to appoint Gail Akins as Deputy City Clerk.  Motion carried.

Motion by Keith McBrayer, second by Linda Hannah, to advertise for the position of Purchasing Clerk, said advertisement to run three times in the local newspaper.  Motion carried.

Motion by James Watson, second by John Cummings, to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign a resolution appointing George Hinnant as authorized agent of the City of West Point to sign any and all documents pertaining to the Revolving Fund Loan Agreement (project SRF-C280776-02-0) regarding the Cotton Mill sewer project.  Motion carried.  A copy of the resolution naming said authorized agent is made a part of these minutes.

Mayor Ross brought to the attention of the Board members a lawsuit filed by the estate of Curtis Ray against the City of West Point.  No action was needed nor taken on this matter at this time.

Mayor Ross discussed city-owned vehicles with the Board and requested that department heads provide a report as to which employees drove city vehicles home and asked for an explanation from each department head as to why this was necessary.  

Motion by John Cummings, second by James Watson, to increase electric rates bnecessiated by a TVA rate increase by 7.65%, effective October 1, 2005. Motion carried.  

There was a brief discussion held by Board members concerning correspondence received from Galloway-Chandler-McKinney Insurance regarding the change of agents for the Blue Cross/Blue Shield health insurance policy and plan.  City Attorney Rod Richmond was asked to report back to the Board regarding this matter.

Mayor Ross called upon Parker Wiseman, a graduate of Mississippi State University, and the Masters’ program at the University of North Carolina, to give a presentation to the Board and the public of the overall economic development/city administration project he has been working for the City.  A powerpoint presentation was given and the presentation material was provided in hard copy form concerning the potential West Point has to expand its economic growth.  A copy of the presentation will be made available on the website.  Mayor Ross thanked Parker for his contribution over the summer.  Parker in turn thanked the City of West Point and its citizens for being allowed this opportunity.

There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was recessed.

This the 9th day of August, 2005.

_______________________________________

H.  Scott Ross, Mayor

(SEAL)

____________________________________

Carole B.  Ramsey, City Clerk

